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WEATHER

Mild weather continued this week with

precipitation occurring midweek and at the

end of the week. Amounts ranged from

traces in the Panhandle up to one inch in

the southeast. Temperatures averaged from

three degrees above normal in the Pan-

handle up to fourteen degrees above in the

east.

GENERAL

The main activities last month were:

llvestock care, handling grain, bookwork,

equipment maintenance, and repairing

fences. A small amount of field work was

done in some areas such as shredding corn

stalks, spreading lime, seeding grasses,

and installing center pivots. The majori-

ty of the State reported no snow cover,

most of the reported cover was in the

eastern third of the State. Farmers are

becoming concerned about wind erosion in

the upcoming months, with some reported

already. Weekend moisture was beneficial

to many eastern counties, but only limited

amounts were received in the western

two-thirds of the State.

WINTER WHEAT

Winter wheat condition was rated at

17% poor, 67% fair, and 16% good. There

were still concerns about low soil mois-

ture supplies and lack of snow cover. A

few areas in the Panhandle reported

evidence of Russian wheat aphids. No snow

cover was reported. Recent unseasonably

warm temperatures have promoted some green

up in a few western fields. Producers

were hoping for colder temperatures to

keep the crop dormant and restrict insect

activity.

LIVESTOCK

Feed grain, hay and forage supplies

were rated adequate for most of the State.

Pasture and range feed was short to

adequate. Feed and hay usage was below

average due to the lack of snow cover

allowing grazing on crop residues.

Calving was just getting under way with

over 3% of the cows calved. Lambing was

also in progress with some areas reporting

50% complete.
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